
 

    CROYDON  DYSLEXIA 
       ASSOCIATION    Registered charity no. 289947       

April 2018 
Open Meetings Programme 

 

Venue – United Reformed Church, 
Addiscombe Grove, East Croydon 

CR0 5LP 
 

Accessible by: Train (East Croydon) 
Bus (64, 119, 194, 197, 198, 312, 367, 410, 466, T33)    
Tram (1, 2, 3, 4) Car (car park adjacent to hall) 
 

Please make a note of the dates of the meetings 
on your calendar and in your diary! 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday 1st May 
 

at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 
 

A short, speedy AGM followed by 
 

"Dyslexia is my  
SUPERPOWER  

  (Most of the Time)" 
 

It’s great to have Margaret Rooke back to talk to 
CDA. An author and former journalist, Margaret 
has recently written two books about amazing 
people who are dyslexic. 
    In ‘Creative, Successful, Dyslexic’, more than 
twenty high achievers share their stories, 
including Dame Darcey Bussell, Eddie Izzard, 
David Bailey, Zoe Wanamaker and many more.  
    ‘Dyslexia is my Superpower (Most of the Time)’ 
is Margaret’s latest book. ‘This is the first of its 
kind, a book about children and teens with 
dyslexia, told by the young people themselves. In 
more than 100 Interviews, 8-18 year olds from 
around the world show how they have honed the 
creative benefits of dyslexia… It includes top tips 
for teachers everywhere.’ Margaret is the proud 
mother of a teenage daughter with dyslexia and a 
teenage son without dyslexia! 
    We invite young people who are dyslexic to 
come to the meeting, to listen to the experiences 
of others and, if they wish, contribute their 
stories. CDA members, parents, students and 
teaching staff are all welcome to the meeting.   
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Saturday 2nd June 
 

THINKALINK! 
 

Our Annual Family Event will be a high-octane, 
fast and furious, fun-filled presentation with lots 
of audience participation! Thinkalink is a fun and 
easy way to remember any fact, with the focus 
being SPAG, i.e Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar.  
    Andy Salmon (aka ‘Sir Linkalot’) will show how 
hilarious ‘links’ can be used to remember how to 
spell any word; it will take the students from 
mixing up letters to spelling even the most 
difficult words! 
   There will be 2 sessions –  

9.30 am - 10.45 am for KS3-4 students 
11.15 am - 12.30 pm for KS2 pupils 

as part of the Children Will Shine workshops. 
There will be a few extra spaces available; if you 
would like to bring your child to one of the 
sessions, please email: croydon.shine@gmail.com 
    To see Andy in action, type ‘Sir Linkalot Vimeo’ 
into a browser – it shows how engaging he is and 
how great linking is for students’ self-esteem. 
    Andy has written a couple of books, packed 
with a 1000 links to get you started and a simple 
guide to creating more of your own. He will bring 
copies on 2 June. 
 

 

 

This year’s remaining meetings are: 
 

+ 2nd Oct – Dyslexia and Vision 
+ 6th Nov – Diagnostic Assessment for Dyslexia 
 
 

Open meetings are free to CDA members (family/ 
individuals); visitors are asked to make a donation. 
For further details or other enquiries, ring our 
Helpline volunteers, during evenings before 9 pm or 
weekends, on: 
 

                    HELPLINE PHONE NUMBER: 
 

0333 111 00 66 
 
 

      Email:    CDAhelpline@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

CDA website: 
https://croydondyslexia.wordpress.com/ 



CDA’s AGM will precede the talk on Tuesday 
1st May. It will be a short AGM and the 
agenda and report will be emailed / posted 
to CDA members beforehand. 

 

Will Pens become Redundant? 
 

Are the fine motor skills necessary to hold a 
pencil still needed in an age when toddlers 
swipe? 
An article on the BBC website considers whether 
the wider use of tablets and mobile phones is 
affecting children’s ability to use pencils and 
pens. It’s followed by an article on cursive 
handwriting and looks at the arguments for 
teaching it or not. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-
43230884?SThisFB 
 

Dyslexia Friendly Schools 
Good Practice Guide 
 

There is now a 2nd edition of the British Dyslexia 
Association’s Good Practice Guide. The new guide 
brings together new ideas and strategies for 
supporting literacy and numeracy; teaching 
music, science, and modern foreign languages; 
meeting the needs of learners with English as an 
Additional Language; understanding 
neurodiversity; and advice on providing access 
arrangements for exams. The guide is designed as 
a ‘What Works’ compendium of best practice in 
effective inclusive teaching practice and will 
continue to be a valuable resource for those who 
are newly qualified and those experienced in 
teaching at all stages in education. Parents will 
find the section on ‘Getting Support’ useful as 
well as information about when to decide on 
getting a full assessment. 
http://www.bdastore.org.uk/books/dyslexia-
friendly-schools-good-practice-guide-2nd-
edition/  

 

Exceptional Individuals - a 
Recruitment Agency for 
Dyslexic People 
 

On 26 April, 12 noon-2.30 pm ‘What is Dyslexia?’ 
workshop (for Dyslexic People)  
Venue – 2 Finsbury Avenue, EC2M 2PA - close to 
Liverpool Street station - see the website for 
more information. 
https://www.exceptionalindividuals.com/great-
minds-think-different/ 

IPSEA SEND Law training days 
for parent & carers                    
IPSEA is a national charity providing legally based 
advice, support and training on the law relating to 
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). 
For details of their training days see this link: 
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/training/parent-carer-
foundation-training 
 
 

The new GCSE Grading System 
The office for qualifications and examinations 
regulation (Ofqual) has released an updated 
factsheet to help parents, employers, post-16 
education providers and universities understand 
the new GCSE grading system. 
 It is a useful introduction to how the new 9 to 1 
system will align with the old system and gives a 
breakdown of when each GCSE subject will be 
reformed. 
 

GCSE factsheet for employers, FE and HE 
providers       PDF, 180KB, 2 pages 
GCSE factsheet for parents  PDF, 186KB, 2 pages 
 
 
 

Animated Dyslexia 
 

A delightful new animation from the BDA looks at 
the real challenges dyslexic children face whilst 
also acknowledging their strengths and potential. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=11r7CFlK2sc
&feature=youtu.be 
  
 
 
 

Events at other Local 
Associations 
 

You are most welcome to attend meetings at other 
dyslexia organisations. For further details see the 
associations’ websites: 
 

Bromley    http://dyslexiawise.co.uk/  
Sutton     http://www.suttondyslexia.org.uk/   
 

BDA International Conference & EXPO 2018  
12 -14 April, Telford International Centre 
conference@bdadyslexia.org.uk    
 

Bromley 18 April, 7.45 pm ‘Being Dyslexic & coming to 
terms with who you are’ - Pennie Aston 
 

Sutton 16 May, 8 pm ‘Thinkalink - a fun and easy way 
to remember things’ - Andy Salmon (aka Sir Linkalot) 
suitable for all ages 
 

Bromley 23 May, 7.45 pm ‘Effective & fun strategies 
to support struggling spellers’ - Geraldine Lacey 
 

Sutton 20 June, 8 pm ‘Supporting children with Maths 
difficulties’ - Sarah Whittington & Laura McLeod 


