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Please pass on details of the meetings 
 to others who may be interested 

 

January 2018    
Open Meetings Programme 

 

Venue – United Reformed Church, 
Addiscombe Grove, East Croydon CR0 5LP 

 

Accessible by: Train (East Croydon) 
Bus (64, 119, 194, 197, 198, 312, 367, 410, 
466, T33)    
Tram (1, 2, 3, 4) Car (car park adjacent to hall) 
 

 

Please add the dates of this year’s meetings 
to your calendar and your diary!  

 

 
 

Tuesday 6th February 
at 7.30 for 7.45 pm 

 

“Using Assistive Technology to 
Support people with Dyslexia” 
 
The speaker will be Gill Hudson, Head of Account 
Management and Training Services at iansyst, a 
leading Assistive Technology (AT) supplier.  
 

Assistive Technology is used to support a wide 
range of disabilities including Specific Learning 
Difficulties such as dyslexia and dyspraxia, 
enabling those affected to learn, communicate 
and lead independent, productive lives.   

iansyst states that ‘a good piece of technology will 
empower a disabled individual to work on a level 
playing field in school, work or their personal life 
and can greatly increase their self-confidence.’   
 

Gill’s understanding of difficulties faced by those 
with SpLD means she is very familiar with the main 
groups of software that support those with 
dyslexia. However she says that not everyone who 
is dyslexic needs every type of technology.  
 

Gill’s talk will be interactive; she will demonstrate 
the latest technologies available as well as answer 
your questions about AT. 
Parents, teachers, secondary, FE and HE students 
and adults with dyslexia are welcome.  

   
Tuesday 6th March 

 

at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 
 

“Comprehension is Key  
for Life and Learning”           

with Amanda Glenin (OCR Level 7 Dip. SpLD) 
 

Whether you need to sign important paperwork, 
follow written instructions, understand subject 
content at school or simply read for pleasure, 
accessing and understanding words and text is a 
vital skill.  
 

Our speaker Amanda is a ‘Specialist Dyslexia 
Teacher’ and she will discuss and explain some of 
the links between dyslexia, reading and 
comprehension. She will explore the subsequent 
impact this can have on an individual’s self-belief, 
attainment and ability to make good progress 
despite excellent effort levels with reading.  
 

During the session, you will find out more about 
the theory and models of reading and she will 
cover teacher techniques used to help with 
comprehension. Finally and probably most 
importantly, Amanda will give practical methods 
and some strategies that can help improve reading 
skills and investigate other ways to overcome this 
barrier for dyslexics!  
Parents, teachers, students (KS3 and older) and 
adults with/without dyslexia are all welcome.  
 
 

 More CDA Open Meetings in 
2018 on 

 
 
 

 1 May,     2 October,    6 November 
 
 

 

Open meetings are free to members (family/ 
individuals) and cost £5 for non-members (family/ 
individuals). For further details or other enquiries, 
ring our Helpline volunteers, during evenings or 
weekends before 9 pm 
 

 

on CDA Helpline 0333 111 00 66 
 

Email:  CDAhelpline@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

or look at the CDA website: 
 

https://croydondyslexia.wordpress.com/ 



Searching for a sponsor 
Do you know anyone, such as a local company, 
who might be prepared to sponsor CDA?  We rely 
on members’ subscriptions and small donations to 
run the Helpline and pay for the Open Meetings’ 
venue and speakers. These all happen thanks to a 
great team of volunteers. Fees paid for Children 
Will Shine workshops just about match the outlay 
on the teaching, room hire and resources.  
 

CDA’s website is free - we would like to improve it 
but need a small amount of extra funds to pay for 
an upgrade.  
 

We now have a waiting list for the Children Will 
Shine workshops and would like to extend the 
opportunities they offer to local children. For this 
again, we need some extra funds.  
 

If you know someone who might be prepared to 
help CDA to achieve one or both of these two 
projects, please talk to us at an Open Meeting or 
get in touch via the Helpline.  
 

Pen to Paper 
During a day of talks and workshops at Brighton 
College, ‘Pen to Paper’ intends to enthuse primary 
and secondary teachers to develop strategies to 
motivate their pupils to write.  
Date - Friday 2nd March, 9.30 am-4.00 pm 
https://www.brightoncollege.org.uk/pentopaperc
onference/  
 
 

The Dyslexia 2018 Handbook  
This year’s handbook (£10) contains articles and 
resources for those with dyslexia, their families 
and professionals. It includes chapters on 
supporting dyslexic learners in education,  
co-occurring difficulties, dyslexia friendly 
classroom practice, and making reasonable 
adjustments in the workplace.  
http://www.bdastore.org.uk/books/ 
 
 

Dyslexie - A typeface that 
helps dyslexics read 
A designer who is dyslexic suggests in the BBC link 
why some letters are confused by those with 
dyslexia. He has designed a font which makes 
letters easier to distinguish and which is now used 
by other dyslexic people.  
www.bbc.com/future/story/20171204-the-
typeface-that-helps-dyslexics-read 
 

 

What’s Dysgraphia? 
Dyslexia and dysgraphia are both learning issues. 
While they are different types of SpLD, the two 
can be easily confused.  Symptoms are shared and 
they can occur together. A simple table on the 
following website helps to tell them apart -
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-
attention-issues/child-learning-
disabilities/dysgraphia/the-difference-between-
dysgraphia-and 
dyslexia?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=so
cial&utm_campaign=understoodorg 
 
 
 

Are you ready to take the 
cappuccino challenge? 
BDA is working to increase the general awareness 
that 1:7 of the population are dyslexic or have 
related conditions. It has created new free web 
tools to help. The idea is to get more dyslexia 
networks setting up in workplaces and also for 
individuals to be encouraged to chat to someone 
about dyslexia.  
To enable those who would like to set up a 
Dyslexia Network in their workplace, BDA has 
created a Networking Toolkit. 
The Cappuccino Challenge encourages someone 
with dyslexia (though it need not be) to have a 
coffee with someone they know, such as a friend 
or a work colleague, and use a mnemonic crib 
sheet to share information about dyslexia.  
You can see more about this on the News area of 
the BDA website, where you will also find these 
documents to download - 
http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/news/item/nam
e/are-you-ready-to-take-the-cappuccino-
challenge 
 

Events at other Local Associations 
 

You are most welcome to attend meetings at other 
dyslexia organisations.  
For further details see the associations’ websites. 
 

Sutton   21 March - 8 pm - Professor Bruce Evans 
‘Dyslexia and Vision’   http://suttondyslexia.org.uk 
 

Bromley   31 January – 7.45 pm - Sarah Beard  
‘The many faces of Specific Learning Difficulties – 
it’s not necessarily just Dyslexia’  
18 April – 7.45 pm - Pennie Aston ‘Being Dyslexic 
and coming to terms with who you are’ 
http://dyslexiawise.co.uk/  
 

BDA   11th International Conference - 12th - 14th April 
2018 in Telford - Theme ‘Evidence to Practice and Back 
Again’   http://bdainternationalconference.org/ 


