
 

    CROYDON  DYSLEXIA 
       ASSOCIATION    Registered charity no. 289947         Please pass on details of the meetings and other information to those who may be interested 

 January 2016    Open Meetings Programme 
 Venue – United Reformed Church, Addiscombe Grove, East Croydon CR0 5LP 
 Accessible by: Train (East Croydon) Bus (64, 119, 194, 197, 198, 312, 367, 410, 466, T33)    Tram (1, 2, 3, 4) Car (car park adjacent to hall) 

  Please add the dates of this year’s meetings to your calendar and your diary! 
  Tuesday 2nd February at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. ‘Exam Access Arrangements’ 
 Our speaker, Cathy Evans, as a member of Croydon Dyslexia Association is usually in the audience, but this time she will be addressing the meeting. She is a current qualified Specialist Teacher and Assessor, holding an Assessment Practising Certificate, and a member of PATOSS. 
 Cathy provides assessments for Exam Access Arrangements, for schools as well as privately commissioned. She has taught and assessed numerous dyslexic students during the past five years and has also helped raise awareness of the barriers facing these learners. 
 The exam process is the final barrier for a number of learners, and Cathy feels providing them and their parents with information about access to ‘reasonable adjustments’ is an important aspect of her support. 
 During her talk Cathy will outline what is meant by Exam Access Arrangements, why they exist and who would be entitled to these. She will also explain the process and difficulties parents may encounter. There will be an opportunity for questions during the session. 
  

 Tuesday 1st March 
 at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. ‘Dyslexia and Memory’ 

  We are pleased to welcome back Sarah Beard, Specialist Teacher, Assessor and Lecturer in Dyslexia, who has worked with both children and adults for a number of years. 
 Sarah runs Dittas, an OCR Training Centre and a consultancy, diagnostic assessment and tuition service for schools, businesses and individuals, based in Keston and is a partner in the PAPAA award for Assessing for Access Arrangements. Dittas also offers tutoring and touch typing. 
 The session will look at what memory is and how to improve it using traditional strategies, games and apps. Sarah will be happy to answer questions during the meeting. 
 
   Tuesday 3rd May 

 at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 
‘Creative, Successful, Dyslexic’ 

 
 A short AGM will be followed by a talk by author and writer, Margaret Rooke, who has twenty years' experience in books, newspapers and magazines. Margaret also has a dyslexic daughter. 
 In her latest book, 'Creative, Successful, Dyslexic’,   twenty or so high achievers share their stories, including Darcey Bussell, Eddie Izzard, Benjamin Zephaniah, David Bailey and Sir Richard Branson. 
 
 Other open meetings in 2016: In mid-June (at Central Croydon Library), 4th October & 1st November 

 Open meetings are free to CDA members and cost £5 for non-members (family/ individuals).  For further details or other enquiries, ring our Helpline volunteers, during evenings or weekends 
before 9 pm, on:   08442  49  69  49 
 Email:   CDAhelpline@hotmail.co.uk 
  or look at the CDA website:  www.croydononline.org/dyslexia 



CDA Membership 2016-17 
 The membership year starts in April and you will receive your renewal forms a year after your membership began or was renewed.  Membership rates will remain the same: 

 £15 for individual/family membership  
 £20 for dual membership of CDA and the British Dyslexia Association  
 £25 for corporate members (such as schools and businesses). Benefits for different membership categories are explained on the renewal form.  

 We strive to increase our membership. As word of mouth is effective, please tell friends and schools who may be interested in supporting CDA. 
 Listening Books 

 This national charity provides an audiobook library service to children and adults who struggle to read or hold a book due to an illness, disability, mental health issue or learning difficulty such as dyslexia.  
 Listening Books has a huge range of wonderful fiction and non-fiction titles, including educational titles and study guides (from Key Stage 2 to A Level), including bestselling authors such as Jacqueline Wilson, Philippa Gregory, Roald Dahl, and JK Rowling.        www.listening-books.org.uk 
 The audiobooks are available as Downloads, Online streaming and MP3 CDs.  
 Usual membership fees range from £20-£45 a year but there is currently funding to offer some FREE individual memberships to those who would find the usual fees a barrier. Forms will be available at the next open meeting. 
  What is the IS Service? 
 The Special Educational Needs and Disability Reforms of 2014 introduced changes affecting children and young people who have a Statement of SEN and young people with a Learning Difficulties Assessment (LDA).  
 The Government launched the Independent Supporter (IS) service to support parents and young people during the Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) assessment or transfer process.  
 In Croydon, the IS service is offered by Family Lives to provide free and impartial information and support. Independent Supporters also liaise with agencies including schools and colleges, health and social care services and voluntary organisations.  Leaflets available at CDA meetings. 

Internships with Change100 
 Do you know a disabled student or recent graduate who could benefit from a three-month paid internship with a top UK employer? If so, please tell them to apply to Change100 before 31 January 2016. 
 Change100 brings together the UK’s top employers and talented students or 2015 graduates who have a disability or long-term health condition. It aims to remove barriers experienced by disabled people in the workplace. As well as a paid work placement, successful applicants receive mentoring and guidance throughout and for nine months afterwards. www.leonardcheshire.org/ 
 ‘On your side’ 
 Author, Margaret Rooke, who is the speaker at CDA’s May meeting, reveals a common thread that links many successful people with dyslexia. She has an article published in the SEN Magazine which recognizes the significance of those with dyslexia having at least one adult, often a parent or teacher, who helped them realise as they were growing up, that they were not ‘stupid’, just different. Here is a link to the article: https://senmagazine.co.uk/home/articles/senarticles-2/on-your-side    
 BDA News 19 May      Maths & Dyslexia Conference www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/view/name/maths-and-dyslexia-conference  
 Open training courses for Early Years, Primary, Secondary, Further and Higher Educators on www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/educator 
 Webinars   Cost from £6. 2016 themes include dyslexia and self-esteem, resources for assisting readers and technology for access arrangements. www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/services/webinars   

  Events at other Local Associations 
 You are most welcome to attend meetings at other dyslexia organisations. For further details see the associations’ websites. 
 Sutton  www.suttondyslexia.org.uk/    20 Jan Short AGM + talk about ADHD & Dyslexia   ‘Mood & Motivation Management’   by Fintan O’ Regan 16 March ‘Dyslexia & Vision’   by Prof Bruce Evans  Bromley    www.dyslexiawise.co.uk/ 4 Feb ‘How to tell if a child may be dyslexic and what to do about it’   by Sarah Beard 23 April   ‘Supporting a child with tests & exams’   by Catrin Cox 


