
 

    CROYDON  DYSLEXIA 
       ASSOCIATION    Registered charity no. 289947       April 2016 

Open Meetings Programme 
 Venue – United Reformed Church, Addiscombe Grove, East Croydon CR0 5LP 

 Accessible by: Train (East Croydon) Bus (64, 119, 194, 197, 198, 312, 367, 410, 466, T33)    Tram (1, 2, 3, 4) Car (car park adjacent to hall) 
 Please make a note of the dates of the next meetings on your calendar and in your diary!  
 
 
 Tuesday 3rd May 

 at 7.30 for 7.45 p.m. 
 ‘Creative, Successful, Dyslexic’ 

 
    A short AGM will be followed by a talk by author and writer, Margaret Rooke about her latest book, 'Creative, Successful, Dyslexic’.  Twenty-three people from the arts, sport, and business worlds spoke to Margaret about how dyslexia affected their childhood, how they were able to overcome the challenges and use the special strengths of dyslexia to achieve great success in adulthood. Those she met included Darcey Bussell, Eddie Izzard, Richard Branson, Meg Mathews, Zoe Wanamaker, Richard Rogers, Benjamin Zephaniah, Steven Naismith, Lynda La Plante, Jackie Stewart, Sophie Conran, who shared their stories and their advice. 
    At the meeting there will be a chance to see Margaret at work! She will meet and interview a young man from Croydon who is dyslexic and has ADHD (Attention deficit hyperactivity disorder). He writes poetry and his material as a rap musician. Last summer he played at Glastonbury; already this year he has toured in the United States and Europe and is one of the artists nominated as the ‘BBC Sound of 2016’. In addition, he is involved in a project to teach cooking skills to youngsters with ADHD.  
    This will be a very interesting meeting and all are welcome. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 Monday 20th June  

at 5.00-6.30 pm 
(Refreshments served from 4.45 pm) 

 ‘The Magical Quest’ 
Our annual meeting for families will be held at Central Library, Katharine St, Croydon, CR9 1ET Croydon Dyslexia members with their children, pupils from Croydon Literacy Centre and members of a local Young Writers Group are all invited to this meeting.    During the session, the youngsters will write a collaborative story, ‘The Magical Quest’’, assisted by Jilly Henderson-Long. Jilly, whose brother is dyslexic, writes poetry and children’s books. She runs creative writing courses and in 2012 she set up and still runs the successful Addiscombe Young Writers group for 6-11 year olds.  Children are very welcome – please bring an adult. 

   This year’s remaining meetings are: 
 +  4th October – Dyslexia & Co-occurring Difficulties +  1st November – Maths & Dyslexia Open meetings are free to CDA members (family/ individuals) and cost £5 for non-members (family/ individuals). For further details or other enquiries, ring our Helpline volunteers, during evenings before 9 pm or weekends, on: 08442  49  69  49 or email    CDAhelpline@hotmail.co.uk or look at the new CDA website:  www.croydondyslexia.wordpress.com 

 
  

Cr ydon’s Children Will Shine Literacy Support Workshops 
Key Stage 2 to help prepare for secondary school (All places filled at present) Key Stage 3-4 to improve access to the curriculum and boost confidence   (Places still available) 

 1¼ hr sessions on Saturday mornings in term time Specialist dyslexia teaching First session is a free taster session.    More details www.croydondyslexia.wordpress.com 
      or contact CDA helpline 08442 49 69 49             or email  croydon.shine@gmail.com  

  
  



In memory of Ronnie Corbett 
 In the 1990s Ronnie Corbett was CDA’s Honorary President. He was aware of dyslexia since it affected members of his family. In 1999 the ‘Wordwise’ collection of children’s books was set up and Mr Corbett agreed to officially open ‘Wordwise’ at Central Library, Katharine Street. He showed interest and concern about difficulties due to dyslexia experienced by families and their children. Mr Corbett was almost the last to leave the event, willing to sign autographs, and be photographed with and talk to everyone there.  

 New home for Croydon Literacy Centre 
Croydon Literacy Centre has moved and its new premises are adjacent to Howard Primary School, Dering Place, South Croydon, CR0 1DT There are a few places available for KS2 pupils. Please contact the Centre as soon as possible on 07920 0657752 
 Guide to dyslexia, dyspraxia and ADHD for sixth-formers (and their parents) 
Recognising there is little information for post-GCSE students, Sylvia Moody has written a detailed guide which provides a sophisticated understanding of the difficulties behind the labels and advice about how best to prepare for university-level study. There is also detailed guidance on how to arrange diagnostic and needs assessments before going to university. Dr Moody is a chartered psychologist who specialises in assessing adults and teenagers who have dyslexic/dyspraxic difficulties. Copies of the guide will be available at the CDA meeting in May. 

  5 things to help people with dyslexia  at work 
Earlier this year a woman with dyslexia won a discrimination case against her employer, Starbucks, after she was disciplined for falsifying documents. When the case was reported on the BBC News website, the item included suggestions about how those with dyslexia can be helped in the workplace.     
 Latest news on DSA 
The Department of Business and Skills has recently released guidance on Disabled Students’ Allowance. www.disabilityrightsuk.org/news/2016/march/update-disabled-student-allowance 

Supporting dyslexia on the i Pad 
 A useful poster can be downloaded from   http://www.callscotland.org.uk/downloads/posters-and-leaflets/using-the-ipad-to-support-dyslexia/ 
   How to survive in the Workplace 
Conference organised by London Adult Support Group on Saturday 21st May, 10am-5pm Venue – Resource for London, 356 Holloway Road, London N7 6PA Cost - £20 (£10 concessions).  For full details: http://www.londonadultdyslexia.org.uk/2016-conference.html To reserve a place see the website or phone London Adult Dyslexia Support Group organiser, Eileen Harwood, on 020 8870 1407. 
 Memory aid 
http://www.masteringmemory.co.uk has long been considered a useful resource.  The website states: "If you are looking for a computer program which can, on its own, magically improve a child’s or user’s memory, Mastering Memory is not for you.  If you want to help someone understand more about their memory and how it works, and so be better able to use their memory in real life, Mastering Memory is designed to help you do that. The Mastering Memory Software is a tool needing the skills of a teacher, learning support assistant, therapist or parent to work with the user to: 

 improve visual and / or auditory short-term memory 
 enhance the ability to transfer information to long-term memory 
 transfer new memory skills to other situations." 

 Events at other Local Associations 
 You are most welcome to attend meetings at other dyslexia organisations. For further details see the associations’ websites. Brentford  19 May  ‘Maths & Dyslexia’  BDA Conference Differences between dyscalculia and maths difficulties in those with dyslexia www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/view/name/maths-and-dyslexia-conference 
 Bromley  28 April ‘Supporting a child with tests and exams’   Catrin and Vicky Cox www.dyslexiawise.co.uk/ Redhill  17 & 24 May  ‘Practical Strategies in the Classroom’  Julia Rowlandson  www.sesda-dyslexia.co.uk    Sutton 18 May ‘Maths Difficulties – how to help’ Julia Rowlandson (Specialist Dyslexia Teacher & Trainer)  15 June   Margaret Rooke, author of ‘Creative, Successful, Dyslexic’     www.suttondyslexia.org.uk/   


